GUIDELINES

ISRAEL JOURNAL OF ECOLOGY & EVOLUTION
GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS—2009

The Israel Journal of Ecology and Evolution welcomes contributions in all
areas of ecology and evolutionary biology, including high-quality original research and
review papers that advance our knowledge and understanding of the function, diversity,
abundance, distribution, and evolution of organisms. Although we are interested in
empirical studies based in Israel, Mediterranean climate areas, the Mediterranean
Basin, we give equal consideration to all contributions regardless of geography. Applied
ecology problems, such as biological control and conservtion biology, are welcome,
particulary if they address conceptual problems. Theoretical papers are equally welcome.
Please note that at present, ~85% of the papers are being rejected, and about half of the
rejections come without review because they do not fit the scope of the journal. Please
also note that preference is given to hypothesis-driven papers, and papers that are purely
descriptive have a low probability of acceptance.

Original articles should be submitted to the journal electronically as an e-mail
attachment, in MS Word or PDF format, to submissions@israelsciencejournals.com
with cc’s to the two chief editors, Leon Blaustein (ijee.lb@research.haifa.ac.il) and
Burt P. Kotler (ijee@bgu.ac.il). Be sure to mention IJEE in the subject line. If accepted,
submissions become the property of the publisher, LPPLtd., and may not be published
elsewhere in full or in part without permission.

Eminent scholars will be invited to submit essays on specific ecological or
evolutionary topics for the IJEE Soapbox feature. Reviews and syntheses will generally
be invited, but authors are also welcome to propose reviews. Authors wishing to
propose their own reviews and syntheses should send a proposed title and short abstract
or outline to Leon Blaustein and Burt P. Kotler, the chief editors, at submission@
israelsciencejournals.com.

Authors are entirely responsible for statements, whether fact or opinion. All papers
are subject to peer review. We strive for a rapid review process. Authors may suggest
competent referees for consideration by the editorial board. Referees will remain
anonymous unless they expressly request to be identified.

Form of manuscript

Submitted manuscripts should be double-spaced, and all lines should be numbered.
Leave margins of 3 cm, and do not right-justify the text. Pages should be numbered
consecutively, including cover, body of text, references, footnotes, tables, and figure
legends. Page 1 of the manuscript should contain the article title, authors’ full names,
complete affiliations, current addresses, a short running title (abbreviated form of the
title) of less than 55 characters, and the name, mailing address, and telephone, fax, and
e-mail contacts of the author to whom correspondence should be sent. Page 2 should
contain an abstract (not exceeding 250 words) that is a brief but informative summary
of the contents and the conclusions of the paper, followed by up to seven Keywords.
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The abstract should be intelligible to a non-specialist in the field and should avoid
specialized terms and abbreviations or symbols that require definition. Do not include
references in the abstract.

For “Notes”, authors should submit an abstract of not more than 100 words.
Publication of a Note’s abstract will depend upon space availablility and necessity, as
determined by the editors and publisher.

A suggested organization of an article is: Abstract, Introduction, Materials and
Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgments (if any), and References.

Upon acceptance, authors should submit the final accepted version electronically
using Microsoft Word format, along with a matching copy in PDF format. The author
should also provide separate files for each figure in TIFF, JPEG, or EPS format.

Tables
Number tables consecutively with Arabic numerals in order of appearance in the
text. Type each table double-spaced on a separate page, with a short descriptive caption
directly above the table and any footnotes (indicated by superscript lower-case italic
letters) directly below the table.

Figures

Number all figures with Arabic numerals in order of appearance in the text. Type all
figure captions double-spaced consecutively on a separate sheet. Plan figures to fit the
proportions of the printed page (17.5 X 22.5 cm). Figures should be in a form suitable
for reproduction. Lettering in drawings should be of professional quality or generated by
computer and should be large enough (10-12 points) to take a reduction of 50 to 60%.

Include written permission from the publisher to reproduce any previously published
tables or figures.

Photographs. If not submitted electronically, photographs should be submitted as
unmounted high-contrast glossy prints. Include only those parts of the photograph that
are necessary to illustrate the matter under discussion; cut off unessential areas. Figures
that are to appear together as one plate should have comparable contrast and density
and should be mounted as close together as possible. Do not combine line drawings and
halftones into composite plates; instead, submit unmounted original art and a layout
sheet.

Color illustrations
[lustrations in color can be accepted at no extra cost. In addition, color versions of
figures, or other related illustrations/photographs, may be submitted for consideration
as cover illustrations at no charge.

References
References within the text should indicate names of the authors and year of
publication for one or two authors. Use letters to distinguish among citations with the
same authors and the same year. Use “et al.” for more than two authors (but in the
Reference section list all authors). Multiple references in the text should be arranged
chronologically; those of the same year alphabetically. Example: (Jones and Cohen,
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1987; Cohen and Jones, 1988a,b; Levy et al., 1989; Xavier, 1989; Brown, in press).
“In press” is acceptable; however, “submitted”, “in preparation”, and “unpublished”
should not be used in the references section. For “personal communications” the author
is responsible for obtaining permission for such citation from the person cited. Note the
reference styles in the following examples:

Bull, G., Payne, S. 1982. Tooth eruption and epyphysal fusion in pigs and wild boar. In:
Wilson, B., Grigson, C., Payne, S., eds. Ageing and sexing animal bones from archaeo-
logical sites. BAR British Series 109, Oxford, pp. 55-71.

Clark, C.W., Mangel, M. 2000. Dynamic state variable models in ecology: methods and
applications. Oxford Series in Ecology and Evolution. Oxford University Press, New
York, Oxford, 289 pp.

Kupfermann, 1., Teyke, T., Rosen, S.C., Weiss, K.R. 1991. Studies of behavioral state in
Aplysia. Biol. Bull. 180: 262-268.

Templeton, A.R., Maxwell, T., Posada, D., Stengard, J.H., Boerwinkle, E., Sing, C.F. 2005.
Tree scanning: a method for using haplotype trees in genotype/phenotype association
studies. Genetics 169: 441-453.

Taxonomy
Authors must comply with the requirements of the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature.

Proofs
Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author. Authors will be charged for
substantial alterations of the original composition. One month’s free access to the issue
on line as well as one complimentary copy of the issue will be provided free of charge
to the corresponding author.
The publisher will retain manuscripts and original materials for 6 months only.

Experiments on living animals
The Editorial Board reserves the right to not consider papers in which the study
caused unnecessary pain, discomfort, or disturbance of normal health to living animals.
Reports of experiments on vertebrates must state that the “Principles of laboratory
animal care” (NIH publication No. 86-23, revised 1985) or “UFAW Handbook on the
care and management of laboratory animals” (Longman Scientific & Technical, Bath,
UK) were followed, as well as specific national laws (e.g., the current version of the

Israeli Law on the Protection of Animals) where applicable.



